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2003 Season Underway
The 2003 Season is officially underway! It started on Friday, 

November 29th at 4:30pm at Mission College in Santa Clara, 
CA. Potential members of the Santa Clara Vanguard (Vanguard 
and Vanguard Cadets) made their way to Santa Clara, where it 
was warm and sunny most of the weekend.

The audition camp had 390 people attend - 155 Brass, 
135 Percussion, and 100 Guard! On Sunday of the camp, 
when attendance was at its highest point, lunch was served 
to approximately 450 people within one hour! This number 
included the staff, support staff, as well as some of the people 
who attended the parent meeting.

The horn line also learned two pieces of music over the 
weekend - "Appalachian Spring", a piece they will be playing 
throughout the year, and the opener for the 2003 show, "Orawa" 
by Wojciech Kilar.

Congratulations and thanks to everyone who participated 
in the beginning of the 2003 season!

"Children's Adventures in Movement" Continues into 2003
Carol Abohatab, Special Projects Coordinator

Santa Clara Vanguardʼs "Childrenʼs Adventures in 
Movement" (CAM) completed its first year with the 10-week 
Fall Session, which ran from September 4 through November 
9, 2002. 

Two new classes, Hip-Hop/Jazz for 10-12 year olds, and 
Ballet/Tap for 4-5 year olds, made their debut in CAMʼs sixth 
session along with teacher, Diane Corbett. 

Even with the economyʼs current downward trend, on 
January 18, 2003, the opening day for our Winter Session was 
considered a success with classes filled or close to capacity. The 
sounds from A-Corps camp (next door), that just happened to be 
running that weekend, piqued the interest of several of our young 
dancers. As the parents waited for their kids to finish class, they 
watched the various sections rehearse. Before leaving, several 
parents asked about the music and Color Guard programs for 
youth and were given brochures about drum corps.

The issue of decreased enrollment has affected the CAM 
program just as it has many of the dance studios in the area. 
Searching for an alternative solution, we looked into the 
possibility of forming some sort of outreach partnership with 
the Santa Clara Unified School District. 

Ann Watts is the Director of the two-year-old Starting 
Arts Program, which under a restricted grant, allowed for an 
arts program to be implemented into a pilot school. Currently 
being offered in six elementary and two middle schools, this 
program offers Dance, Theatre, Music, and the Visual Arts to 
kids during and after school. Ms. Watts was excited to learn 
about Vanguardʼs programs - Drum & Bugle Corps, Colorguard, 
and Dance - and we have now formed a partnership between 
the two groups. As the Santa Clara Vanguard organization 
becomes more active in the community, this could also lead to 
better grant prospects.

see CAM, page 10
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2003 Santa Clara Vanguard Directory
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When you see the eagle icon in the Vanguardian, 
surf to our website for more information, article 

continuations, and up to date information. It's only a short 
click away at www.scvanguard.org.

R E M I N D E R

Please come down and help support the organization.
To sign up, please contact Maya Bonte-Salvucci at 

1-888-640-1086

B I N G O  V O L U N T E E R S  N E E D E D
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Sunday, October 27th, the SCV Alumni held its fifth annual 
fundraiser at Bay Meadows.  More than 20 people attended this 
event and had a lot of fun.

This year, Linda Kimball drove us up in Bus 1. On the ride 
up, we indulged in some breakfast goodies – just to hold us until 
we got up there.  As always, we had a wonderful view from the 
Turf Terrace Club and the food was great too!  Good friends, 
good food, good fun … all in all, a great time!

Bay Meadows Wrap-up
Maya Salvucci, Volunteer Coordinator

PHOTO COURTESY MAYA SALVUCCI

Bay Meadows attendees along with the jockey of the winning 
horse in the "Santa Clara Vanguard" race.

The Vanguardian
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T I C K E T  I N F O R M A T I O N

Weekend of Champions / Pacific Procession Update
This year's Weekend of Champions will expand to add 

the Sponsors Of Musical Enrichment, Moonlight Classic. The 
show in Stockton will be held on Friday night, June 27 at the 
University of Pacific. Pacific Procession will be the following 
evening, June 28 at Cal State Hayward with Precision West 
the following evening of June 29th at DVC. Discount tickets 
will be available for those who wish to attend all 3 shows or for 
those who will attend 2 shows. More information is available at 
www.drumcorpstickets.com.

E L E C T I O N  R E S U L T S

These are the results of the 2003 Booster Club officers 
and Board of Directors election. Elections were held at the 
November booster club meeting.

L-R: Mary Minjares, Linda Garbarino, Terry Lee, Pamela Dunn, 
Mike Freitas, L.H. "Bud" Romo, Brad Andrews

Not Pictured: Kathy Serksnis
Booster Club President: Mike Freitas

Vice-President: Mary Minjares
Treasurer: Pamela Dunn

Director-at-large: Terry Lee
Director-at-large: Brad Andrews

Director-at-large: Linda Garbarino
Director-at-large: L.H. "Bud" Romo

Secretary: Kathy Serksnis

Congratulations and Good Luck!

Volunteering & Donations
Maya Salvucci, Volunteer Coordinator

Itʼs that time of year again! The 2003 season for Santa 
Clara Vanguard has begun and we need your help. Rehearsal 
camps have started and we need a few more people to help 
set up on Fridays and breakdown on Sundays.

Weʼre also trying to reduce our spending while still providing 
healthy, well-balanced meals for our kids during camps and on 
tour.  Please call 1-888-640-1086 if you can make any kind of 
donation towards any these meals. 

Also a reminder that Vanguard Bingo, SCVʼs primary 
source of income, has a HUGE need for volunteers to work 
the Tuesday, Friday, Saturday evening sessions as well as the 
Sunday afternoon sessions.  If you can help us out once or 
twice a week or even just a couple days a month, contact us 
at 1-888-640-1086. Thank you – we appreciate any help you 
can give us!

PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI

The Vanguard Front Ensemble (aka Pit) during the January 
Camp playing through the opener with the rest of the corps

Performances will include Santa Clara Vanguard, Concord 
Blue Devils, Rockford Phantom Regiment, Denver Blue Knights, 
Casper Troopers, Seattle Cascades, Pacific Crest, Mandarins, 
Vanguard Cadets, Blue Devils "B" and "C", Impulse, River City 
Regiment and Renegades.

Tickets will be available on an advance basis only at the 
Birthday Dinner on March 9, 2003. Be sure to attend if you wish 
to have first pick at seating for Pacific Procession. Tickets will 
become available to the public on March 18th through Drum 
Corps International.

The Vanguardian



From the membersʼ side, I can honestly say 
that I have never been more excited about the 
potential of this drumline. We recently completed 
our last audition camp and had some very difficult decisions to 
make for the 2003 season. A pleasant surprise has been the 
quality of the auditins from our Cadet members. Many of them 
are good enough to be in the program. Last year's drumline 
made some really incredible steps as players. Watching the 
battery warm up before the finals performance was as good as 
Iʼve ever seen it - better in many respects. The pit was also at 
the top of their game, as they have been for many years. 

Each section of the percussion program is ready to go 
up two or three levels this year. This is very exciting! I have 
made the decision to return to having a winter program for the 
battery, which will add to our momentum by giving us weekly 
chances to play together, get to know each other, and have 
fun. Cheers...
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Greetings and Happy New Year to everyone! Things have 
been very busy for me lately in my new role as percussion 
caption head for the Vanguard. So far, our main focus has been 
assembling the staff and corps members. The staff members 
for this year include: Jim Ragsdale, Hunter McRae (new), 
Jon Steele (new), Armando Olivares, Jim Ancona, and Chris 
Retschulte. 

Jim Casella will continue to write the drum book and 
occasionally do some teaching. In addition, Ralph Hardimon 
and Glen Crosby will again be joining the corps as consultants 
during the season. Everything positive that happens with regard 
to the percussion section is a direct result of these people and 
the extreme talents they bring to our corps. Iʼm deeply honored 
to be associated with them.

The Vanguard Cadets drumline is off to another great start 
this season!

We had a tremendous turnout during the November 
audition camp and the January camp, upwards of about 45 
percussionists. Some of the best young people in the state trying 
out for the drumline. Weʼre seeing backgrounds in marching 
percussion, symphonic percussion and a few even have world 
drumming experience.  Some play other instruments, as well 
- Chris Harkins is an avid Ukelele player, and Roel Cordero is 
in the Stanford Taiko ensemble.

A key element to a successful program is our great staff. 
New to the pit staff this year is Nate Bourg and Aimee Lallana. 
Nate is the pit arranger, and just finished his fourth season in the 
Vanguard pit where he was the section leader. Aimee, another 

Vanguard Percussion

Vanguard Cadets Percussion

Murray Gusseck, Vanguard Percussion Caption Head

Dave Dilullo, Vanguard Cadets Percussion Coordinator
alumni who just finished her final season, received the Mike La 
Porta percussion award. 

Also new to the staff is Kohei Mizushima, another 
Vanguard veteran. Nate, Aimee, and Kohei, each active in the 
local percussion scene, are sure to add much to this yearʼs 
program!

Returning to the staff is Jon Oglevee who is an essential 
resource for us since he can teach just about anything. Jon 
also has his own successful track record in the high school 
band circuit. 

Iʼm looking forward to a great season, and I hope to see 
everyone at our shows this summer.

On a side note, congrats to the members from last year's 
percussion section who have made it so far in the 2003 
Vanguard drumline!

The Vanguardian



Rick Valenzuela, Vanguard Director

Vanguard
Directorʼs Report
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National Tour Mail Stops

Welcome to the Vanguard report.  Time is really flying by 
– so far, the corps has completed three camps.  The next camp 
will take place on March 7th – 9th.  We will be taking the field 
during the camp, so come by and see how the show is shaping 
up.  

Speaking of the show, the 2003 edition of the Santa Clara 
Vanguard will present a visual and musical journey entitled 
"Pathways." The program will highlight a visual labyrinth of 
intrigue that showcases the music of Wojciech Kilar, Jeff Beal, 
and Richard Danielpour. The program includes: "Orawa" by 
Wojciech Kilar, "One Man Show" from "Pollock" by Jeff Beal, 
and "Anima Mundi" by Richard Danielpour.  The entire brass 
musical book has already been written and handed out to the 
corps members.  The percussion music for the first portion 
of the show was given out in January.  The show is coming 
together very nicely, and weʼre looking forward to putting it out 
on the field.

If you didnʼt get a chance to catch last yearʼs show, the 
best way to view it now is on DVD!  You can purchase the 
2002 35th Anniversary DVD showcasing the three SCV Corpsʼ 
performances (Vanguard, Vanguard Cadets, and Alumni Corps) 
at the DCI Championships in Madison, WI.  This is a great 
collectorʼs item! Visit the website and order your copy today!

This year, DCI Championships will be held in sunny Orlando, 
FL.  Some of you might remember, this is where the 1996-1998 
championships were held.  Our road to the championships is 
being finalized as we speak, so check out www.scvanguard.org 
to find out where weʼll be heading this season.

Getting to that final day in Orlando seems so far away right 
now.  Thereʼs still so much to be accomplished before then 
– such as drum major auditions.  

Thank you to the superb group of men and women who 
stuck it out through a very challenging audition process.  You 
all did a fantastic job!  I would like to welcome our newest drum 
major, Luis Saldaña, who will be joining our returning drum 
major, Stuart Shulman. Editors Note: See page 8 for a short 
biography of both Stuart and Luis.

If youʼre a 2003 member, please start scheduling to work 
your bingos now.  Itʼs VERY important.  If youʼre not a member, 
but would like to help, you can also volunteer at bingo (call 
888-640-1086 or e-mail volunteer@scvanguard.org to sign up). 
The credit for that session may be credited to any member who 
needs the help.  

If youʼre interested in going on the road with us as a 
volunteer, please feel free to email me at rvalenzuela@scva
nguard.org.

Come out and join us! We can always use the help, any 
time from now through the end of summer.  Iʼm looking forward 
to another great Santa Clara year! 

PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI

The 2003 Santa Clara Vanguard rehearsing their opener, 
"Orawa" by Wojciech Kilar, on Sunday afternoon of the Janu-

ary Camp

PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI

A small ensemble of Vanguard horn players rehearsing part of 
the 2003 production "Pathways"

The Vanguardian



George Brown, Vanguard Cadets Director

Vanguard Cadets
Directorʼs Report
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Hello and welcome to the Vanguard Cadets Corner. I hope 
your holiday season went well! Itʼs a wonderful time of the year 
to share and spend time with friends and family. By the end of 
2002, we were well underway for the 2003 corps season.

We started with a combined Vanguard and Vanguard Cadets 
Audition Camp during Thanksgiving Weekend, November 2002. 
Approximately 400 hopefuls attended our event. Throughout 
the weekend, attendees were evaluated and placements were 
made to both corps. On Saturday evening and Sunday during 
the day, the Vanguard Cadets had their first rehearsals during 
the camp. The turnout and placements for the Vanguard Cadets 
were great, approximately 25 guard, 30 for the brass and 40 
for the percussion line came to the camp. Then there were 
placements from the Vanguard to each section. The results were 
very positive and I would like to thank everyone who helped 
at the audition camp. All of you made it a great success and a 
positive presentation of the Vanguard organization!

In December, the 2003 performance season 
began with the Vanguard, Vanguard Cadets and 
Alumni appearing together at the San Jose Holiday Parade, 
the Santa Clara Christmas Tree Lighting and a standstill at the 
San Jose Christmas in the Park. The weather was great for all 
of these performances and we played to some record-setting 
crowds. Many thanks to everyone who participated in and helped 
out at these performances.

The Vanguard Cadets are currently holding weekly rehearsals 
every Sunday afternoon for all sections and Wednesday evening 
sectionals for the Brass and Percussion. Please make sure you 

call the information line at 408-727-5591, ext. 53 for details on 
the rehearsal times and locations. There are still openings in 
the Vanguard Cadets for all sections, so spread the word! You 
can bring all interested parties to any of our rehearsals. We 
have the equipment and staff resources needed to work with 
anyone, from the novice to the experienced.

TO THE PARENTS AND BOOSTERS, if youʼd like to get 
involved and help with any part of the SCV organization or either 
of the Corps programs, please contact any of the chairs listed 
in the Vanguardian. Any support you can offer for the upcoming 
season, no matter how big or small, is essential to the success 
of our Corps and the SCV organization. Iʼm looking forward 
to a great drum corps season. Remember: it starts with your 
involvement and support!

2003 Vanguard Cadets Staff
George Brown, Corps Director

Gary Meegan, Assistant
Robert Nieves, Assistant

Visual  Oliver Bullock (Designer),  Andrew   
  Canty (Coordinator), Chris Williams   
             (Coordinator), Adam Goetz, Seth   
  Honeycutt, Joey Perez

Percussion Dave Dilullo (Coordinator, Arranger), Nate  
  Bourg (Pit Arranger), Jon Oglevee, Aimee  
  Lallana, Kohei Mizushima

Brass   Ken Rydeen (Coordinator, Arranger),   
  Shawn Hines, Charles Ancheta

Colorguard Diane Corbett (Coordinator, Designer),   
  Shavon Garcia, Sukoua Quan

DM Consultant  Bryan Kreft

PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI

George Brown meeting with members after the January Camp

The Vanguardian
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Meet the 2003 Vanguard Drum Majors
During the January camp, six candidates auditioned for the 

coveted drum major position for the Santa Clara Vanguard. The 
announcement was made late Saturday night - Stuart Shulman 
is returning as drum major and will be joined by Luis Saldaña.

Luis Saldaña, 20, is beginning his fourth year with SCV 
and is currently a junior at the University of North Texas where 
he is pursuing a Bachelors Degree in Music Education. Born in 
Laredo, TX, Luis spent the 1999, 2000, and 2002 seasons in the 
euphonium section. Luis is very excited and honored to accept 
the position of drum major for the Santa Clara Vanguard.

Stuart Shulman, 19, is a freshman at the University of 
Arizona  where he is working towards his Bachelors Degree in 
Music Education with a strong emphasis in tuba performance. 
Stuart is beginning his third year with SCV, second as drum 
major, and was in the tuba section in 2001. Stuart is extremely 
excited about returning for the 2003 season and is looking 
forward to a great season. PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI

2003 Vanguard Drum Majors
Stuart Shulman (left) and Luis Saldaña (right)

Recently posted on drum Corps Internationalʼs website, we 
have decided to share the history of the $1 bet. This framed 
dollar bill (left) was won in a 1970 bet the Vanguard had with 
the Troopers, and it still hangs in the Vanguard hall. 

A plaque at the bottom of the framed bill reads: 
"Dollar bet won in 1970 for beating the Casper Troopers for 

the first time and winning the North American Championship in 
Milwaukee. It was signed by the Vanguard members upon losing 
it the next night in Madison, Wisconsin. Originally signed by Jim 
Jones and Gene Monterastelli. It has now been brought back to 
Santa Clara for once again defeating the Casper Troopers." 

The guys that initialed this bill read like a who's who of 
drum corps. Besides Jones (founder of the Troopers, DCI Hall 
of Fame member) and Monterastelli (former Trooper instructor, 
former DCI judge, DCI Hall of Fame member), other names 
on it include Wayne Downey (Blue Devils horn arranger, DCI 
Hall of Fame member), Dan Vannatta (Santa Clara Vanguard 
General Manager), Mike Moxley (former Blue Devils director, 
DCI Hall of Fame member) and Tim Kelly (now a scout with the 
Anaheim Angels). 

The History Behind The $1 Bet of 1970

Framed alongside a picture of the Troopers sits the actual dol-
lar bill from the infamous bet in 1970.

PHOTO COURTESY DAN VANNATTA

The Vanguardian
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Alumni Winterguard
After the successful completion of the 2002 Alumni Corps 

and the 35th Anniversary celebration, the colorguard members 
are continuing on with the creation of a winterguard to perform 
at several shows during the winterguard season.

Below is a list of the dates and shows where you can check 
out and support the Alumni Corps winter guard.

February 22 - Oak Grove High School, San Jose, CA
March 8 - Independence High School, San Jose, CA
March 15 - Costa Mesa, CA (So. Cal Trip dates 3/13 - 3/16)

March 30 - San Jose, CA
If you are interested in helping out with equipment and the 

floor by being a roadie, stop by any one of the weekly rehearsals 
at the Mission College Gymnasium on Sundays from 10:00am 
- 2:00pm.

PHOTOS COURTESY DAN VANNATTA

The Alumni Winterguard rehearsing at Mission College

The Vanguardian
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At a time like this, no words can express our gratitude 
for the outpouring of support we received from our 
Vanguard Family. We would like to thank each and 

everyone for your cards, prayers and for everything you 
have done for us and for our son Joseph (Joey, SCV 
Alumni) and his wife Christine and daughter Alyssa. 

Thank you for all of your help at the reception following 
our grandson's Nicholas funeral. We pray no one ever 

has to experience a tragedy like this. 
God Bless each and every one of you.

John and Gloria Flores

Thank You For Caring ...Whatʼs in it for Vanguard? In a time of 
economic hardship and educational cutbacks, 

having the name Santa Clara Vanguard (“SCV”) associated 
with education and outreach to the community can only enhance 
our reputation and increase the visibility of CAMʼs program 
efforts. By providing a facility for one of the school districtʼs arts 
program, we can expand our outreach efforts to the hundreds 
of children participating in the Starting Arts Program community. 
SCV is now considered a sponsor, along with other non-profit 
organizations and our web link appears on their website at 
www.startingarts.com. 

It was exciting to see the children and their parents  ̓fascination 
in what goes on at SCV! The rehearsals for the Starting Arts 
Programʼs show "Heroes", to be held at Sun Microsystems, went 
very well. The participants were overwhelmed by the facilities 
and very grateful for SCVʼs generosity!

CAM, from page 1

The Booster Club has once again purchased a block of tickets for the DCI Championship week in Orlando, FL. 
Tickets are available for Semifinals and Finals. The price for both nights is $115.00. We have also reserved a block of 
rooms at a hotel in downtown Orlando. The hotel is in the middle of downtown, right next to all of the action, including 
the Individual & Ensemble performances on Wednesday, and about 10 minutes from both the stadium and the school 
where the corps will be staying. If you are interested in joining us in Orlando, please contact Dan Vannatta at (408) 
727-5532 x10, or email him at dvannatta@scvanguard.org.

D C I  T I C K E T S / H O T E L  I N F O R M A T I O N

PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI

Dave Dilullo (center) and Jon Oglevee (far left) working 
with potential snare drummers during the Vanguard Cadets 

January Camp

Members of the Vanguard Cadets soprano line during a recent Sun-
day rehearsal visual block refining their skills

The Vanguardian
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PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI

PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI

PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN MARSALLI

Above: George Brown addresses the Vanguard Cadets members at 
the conclusion of their January Camp.

Below: The Vanguard lead-sops during the January Camp.

Bottom-left: The Vanguard Cadets drumline rehearsing at Mission 
College.

Left-center: Vanguard Cadets snareline candidates.

Top-left: The Vanguard snareline in the middle of the ensemble 
block on Sunday afternoon of their January Camp.

For more pictures from rehearsals and camps of both 
the Vanguard and Vanguard Cadets, be sure to visit the 

website at http://www.scvanguard.org

The Vanguardian
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March
 3/3 Board of Directors Meeting - 7:00pm

 3/8 Booster Club Meeting - 10:00am

     3/7 - 3/9 Vanguard Brass & Percussion Camp

 3/9 36th Annual SCV Birthday Dinner

   3/28 - 3/30 Vanguard Cadets Brass & Percussion Camp

             3/29 Cultural Concert

April

May

     4/4 - 4/6 Vanguard Brass & Percussion Camp

 4/7 Board of Directors Meeting - 7:00pm

 4/9 Booster Club Meeting - 7:00pm

   4/25 - 4/27 Vanguard Full Corps Camp

   4/25 - 4/27 Vanguard Cadets Full Corps Camp

             5/5 Board of Directors Meeting - 7:00pm

 5/7 Booster Club Meeting - 7:00pm

   5/23 - 5/26 Vanguard Full Corps Camp

   5/23 - 5/26 Vanguard Cadets Full Corps Camp


